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NOTE: This guide is designed and patterned after other counties and multiple resources as well as the guidelines of the ARBA (American Rabbit Breeders 
Association) and the APA (American Poultry Association). ARBA and APA are the standards for which rabbits and poultry are judged. It is strongly 
recommended that the 4-H and FFA members showing at VCCE use this guide to perform rabbit and poultry showmanship as it contains all information, 
what is needed & expected and the factors by which members will be judged. 

Revised for Valencia County by: Annette Stephenson-Reynolds 
VALENCIA COUNTY GUIDE TO RABBIT AND POULTRY: 

WHAT IS SHOWMANSHIP, PROPER DRESS, PROPER SHOW TABLE AND SHOWMANSHIP ETIQUETTE & PREPARING FOR FAIR ETC 



 

 

 
WHAT IS SHOWING AND SHOWMANSHIP? 
 
This guide will go over the basic requirements for showing and showmanship as well as 
offer tips and judging factors. 
-This is your opportunity to show how much you know or have learned about your rabbit/poultry 
project and how well you can “handle” your animal(s). The ultimate showman can handle any 
animal well, even if he or she has never before worked with that animal. A good showman is a 
combination of their knowledge, manners, proper attire and handling skills. They have learned 
the art of selecting, fitting/grooming and presenting their animal to their best advantage and 
ability.  
-The confidence and ability demonstrated by the showman paired with the animals response and 
how well groomed the animal is indicates the amount of previous work done with the animal.  
-Knowledge is the response to questions about the animal’s parts, disqualifications, breeds and 
variety characteristics. There will also be a short written test of your knowledge. 
 
Each exhibitor is required to participate in all of the following three listed sections: 
 

• The first part is the show. This is done by the judge only and is based on the animal’s 
condition, confirmation, and type(closest to their standard)  

• The second part is the showmanship. This is done individually with you, the judge, a 
writer and one of your show animals you have chosen. This will be held in the show arena 
so people may watch but the exhibitors may answer without distractions or assistance. 

• The last is a brief test on your knowledge. This can be done at anytime during the show 
andor showmanship that you are free. It must be done on your own and will be proctored 
in the small animal barn or off to the side in the show area. 

 
Participation in all 3 categories is required for the showmanship award 
 
PROPER DRESS 

• A white or light colored button down, long sleeved shirt and dark blue or black pants or 
jeans and close toed shoes. 

• NO shorts, sweaters, pull- over, jackets (unless part of a uniform, or if weather indicates 
and superintendent allows), short sleeved shirts, shirts with advertising/logos, brightly 
colors, patterns, torn or tattered jeans or pants, hats, caps, gloves or open toed 
shoes/sandals. All clothing should be clean and in good shape (no holes, tears or wrinkles). 

• NO chewing gum. 
• Hair should be neatly combed. It is advised that you take off or limit jewelry including: 

rings, necklaces, earrings, watches, bracelets. Not only can they be distracting, but can also 
be dangerous if you animal gets tangled in them. 

• Avoid bright nail polish, heavy perfumes/colognes. Make sure your nails are clipped and 
clean. Makeup, if worn, should be tasteful and non-distracting.  



 

 

Make sure to change into showmanship attire as close to showing as possible to avoid getting 
dirty. A clean, neat presentation is given high points so make sure your hands, face and clothing 
are clean and as neat as possible. 
Sweat bands or wrist guards are acceptable to guard from scratches/bites.  
 
Show coats or aprons will be permitted during the SHOW ONLY and NOT FOR 
SHOWMANSHIP, as long as there is not a visible member name.  
 
PROPER SHOW TABLE ETIQUETTE 

• Make sure you are early, ready, cleaned up, animal groomed and prepared to show. 
• Quietly take your animal(s) to the judging table as their class is called and place them into 

a coop or where the table writer tells you, then step back about a yard and wait for the judge 
to give places.  

• Do not leave the judging area.  
• You should keep quiet while the judging is going on.  
• Do not identify yourself with your animal(s) or say anything about “that one is mine,” or 

make any comments, good, bad or indifferent anywhere near the judge or judging area.  
• You should not talk to the judge unless they are speaking to you.  
• The judge should not know whose animal is whose to keep judging fair.  
• Stay on “your” side of the judging table.  

***Note: The writer is the person behind the table with the judge taking the judging 
comments. This is the only person besides the judge and the show superintendent that is 
allowed behind the table(s). 

• Once the judge is ready to place a class, you can step forward a little to hear the 
comments/placing, but you should still remain quiet.  

• If your animal is placed anything less than first place, it can immediately be removed from 
the show coop once the judge has returned it and taken back to its holding coop in the 
small animal barn.  

• During comments, this is the time to ask appropriate questions about terms/comments. 
These should be kept to a minimum and as short as possible. If you still do not understand 
then you should find the superintendent or potentially the judge after the show is 
complete.  

• This is not the time to make negative or argumentative comments to the judge, other 
exhibitors etc…  

• Remember to stay close even if your animal is done being judged since there is still 
showmanship and the written test.  

• If you miss these or are not available, you will NOT qualify for the showmanship award and 
could have your show placing forfeited.  

  
PROPER SHOWMANSHIP ETIQUETTE 
-Be confident, but not silly. Be happy to be there showing and sharing all you have 
learned/accomplished. A bad or argumentative attitude will result in the loss of many points. 



 

 

Also, copying what others do or say is a big mistake and is one of the largest sources of point 
deduction in showmanship.  
 
-While it is hard enough to make sure you are doing everything right, you need to keep your eye 
out for others who are not exhibiting good show etiquette. You can always nicely explain to a 
person what they are doing wrong and explain what would be a correct way. 
 
-Good show etiquette and helping your fellow exhibitors is a great way to make the show more 
enjoyable for everyone. 
 
-Start with carrying your animal correctly and placing on the table facing left and posed properly. 
Next, introduce yourself, your age division (novice/junior/senior) and the name of the 4-H club 
you are representing OR yourself and the FFA Chapter you represent. (ie: Hi, My name is insert 
your name here, I am a age division here, with 4-H clubs name here or FFA Chapter here). Then 
you tell about the animal you are exhibiting. Age, variety (if it applies), breed and gender of the 
animal. (ie: This is my 3year old Black Leghorn/Havana, hen/doe) 
 
Now you will start the “health check” of your animal. *** The last page will have a showmanship 
suggestions list for you.  
 
-Always answer questions in complete sentences, clearly and loud enough for the judge to hear 
you in a nice talking tone. Never say “Um…….”, “I don’t know”. Instead say something like, “I am 
sorry, I do not know the answer to that”. It is always better to try and answer the question if 
possible. Only speak when asked a question. If they ask you to show a specific part, quietly show 
this area and repeat the part to the judge.  
 
-Your eyes are to be kept on the judge and your animal only. NEVER GET DISTRACTED BY 
SOMETHING & LET IT DRAW YOUR ATTENTION. Do not excessively stare at your animal. Just 
keep them posed and a hand either lightly on or close by to keep them where they belong. There 
are several ways to perform some of the showmanship health check. The next page has a 
suggested list of how to run your health checks. The best thing to do is practice, learn and 
perform WHAT YOU KNOW!  Poultry exhibitors should have their dowel in their back pockets 
during showmanship so you can walk your bird if the judge requests this. 
 
-When the whole show is over it is a nice gesture to thank your judge. Don’t forget to thank the 
people behind the table/scenes and parents for all of their hard work as well. Many people do not 
realize how many countless hours of work goes into preparing for fair or a show. All county fairs 
are run almost entirely from volunteers who give up their time to help out. Better yet, writing 
Thank You notes to all who help and sending them is an excellent way to insure that they feel 
appreciated and will volunteer next year  
 
 
 



 

 

PREPARING FOR FAIR 
• Your poultry/fowl are banded and all of your rabbits have a legible tattoo in the left 

ear BEFORE arriving at Check In.  
• For most shows, you fill out an entry form before the show date. (For fair, these are filled 

out ahead of time and usually require a signature of the county agent/FFA advisor). You 
need to take these entries very seriously, filling them out completely and accurately so that 
you do not miss a deadline or enter them incorrectly. It is not the fairs responsibility to go 
thru and correct these. If you miss a deadline or enter wrong, you risk not being able to 
show your animal(s). Always make a copy of your entry or write down what you 
entered. This way, you know exactly which animals to take and what tattoos or banding 
you marked them to have, as they are required to have these done BEFORE fair check-in 
begins. This is your responsibility. 

-Your animal(s) are well groomed and clean when they come to the fair and before the show. They 
should be clean and dry. Free of feces, urine, hutch or cooping stains and dirt, make sure to check 
the vent area and bottoms of feet. Well groomed from loose feathers or fur and no matting or 
webbing. Nails should be clipped, ears cleaned from debris/wax or excessive tattooing ink, if 
applicable. Deep cleaning and grooming should be done long before arriving at the fair. Final 
grooming should be done well away from other animals, exhibitors and away from the show table 
area. Do Not use artificial enhancers. These are illegal with rabbits and if not applied correctly on 
birds can attract a lot of dirt and debris, not helping their appearance at all.  
-To obtain a good score at showmanship you should start early in the year with his or her 
animal(s). Suggested time is 20-30 minutes at least 3 times a week. Practicing is very important.  
-A well trained animal is calm and responsive during competition. You should know the proper 
pose for your animal(s) and have worked with them often so that they know this. Keep only a 
light hand on or near your animal. Be aware of where they are, how they are posed and what is 
going on BUT DO NOT OBSESS ABOUT THEM AND NOT CONCENTRATE ON THE JUDGE AND QUESTIONS.  

-Attitude, appearance, speaking ability, care and management skills and willingness to follow 
instructions are all on stage and can affect your placing. There are several things that you must 
remember when you show your animal(s) so that the judge likes judging your animal(s) and you, 
and your other competitors enjoy showing with you.  
-Showing your animal(s) can be very exciting, especially if it is your first show. It can also be 
confusing if you do not know what to do. No one can possibly know the “ins and outs” of every 
show if they have never been explained to them. 
-Kids must use their own animals for the show and for showmanship. The animal(s) do not have 
to be purebred to show or do showmanship. It should be free of disqualifications (DQ‘s).  
(If your entry(s) are not purebred, then they CANNOT be judged for Best In Show/Reserve In 
Show or any higher awards per ARBA and APA rules. However, a separate “others” class can be 
formed to judge the animal on type, condition etc…) 
 
Fair Time! 
-Make sure to check-in as soon as possible on the day of check- In and during the set times. ALL 
entries will be checked over for general health, diseases, parasites, bands, tattoos etc… by the 
superintendent and staff f BEFORE being allowed to coop. 



 

 

-By being early you will not only help with the flow of check- in, but you also will not risk missing 
the time limit, and thus, not being able to show. NO ANIMALS CAN BE LEFT UNATTENDED 
IN SMALL ANIMAL BARN BEFORE THEY ARE CHECKED IN AND SET UP. IF THEY ARE 
LEFT WITHOUT THE EXHIBITOR OR REPRESENTATIVE AT CHECK IN, THE ENTRIES 
WILL BE FORFEITED AND ENTRY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED. Please schedule 
appropriately to check in all of your livestock correctly and timely. 
***ABSOLUTELY NO SICK OR PARASITE INFESTED ANIMALS WILL BE ALLOWED INTO 
THE BARN.  
-This is for the safety of people as well as other animals.  
-Animals that become sick at the show should be removed to an isolation area immediately and 
then sent home.  
-Cage coops are pre assigned and they will have a tag with the exhibitors name as well as the 
animal information for that coop.  
-Coop only in the cages your animal(s) were given. It is very important that you do not move 
them around.  
-You will need to provide your own feed/water bowls etc... Please make sure these are large 
enough and can be secured so they don’t spill. 
-CARE FOR YOUR OWN ANIMAL(S). Feeding and watering before 10am each day is required 
and is the exhibitor’s responsibility, as well as filling waters throughout the day.  
***BE PREPARED. There will be a ONE (1) warning system. The second time your animals 
are caught without proper care, you will be asked to remove said animals promptly from 
the barn and grounds REGARDLESS of what is going on. The Small Animal 
Superintendent has the final say.*** 
 
-Judging orders will be posted the morning of the show in the small animal barn as well as at the 
judging table(s). They are pre-set and will not be changed unless deemed necessary by the 
judge/superintendent. Being on time is your responsibility. No one can tell you exactly when a 
breed will be called up. You should stay close by and be prepared at all times.  
-If you are not in the ring after 3 calls, the class will close and judging will commence. There will 
not be re-judging or admitting after class has closed.  
 
PACKING AND WHAT TO BRING: 
 
FOR YOUR ANIMALS: Water containers, feeders, the feed that you use at home (enough to feed 
for the whole time and a little extra is always a good idea) Grooming supplies: Brushes, 
toothbrushes, baby wipes, nail trimmers/emery boards, zip ties to secure bowls and coop doors, 
a grooming mat or pad that is non slip also, if it applies, 1/4inch by 1 foot piece of wooden dowel 
to “walk your bird” during showmanship. 
 
FOR YOURSELF: Snacks, drinks, chairs etc… Sometimes there is a lot of hurry up and wait. A 
pen/pencil for the test and maybe a notebook to take notes at the show table. A book or game to 
pass the time. 
 



 

 

FINAL SUGGESTIONS 
 
For showmanship itself, the member should develop a routine. A judge may or may not direct the 
showman as to what parts of the rabbit are to be shown. You must decide what makes sense and 
what you will show and in what order. Follow this order EVERYTIME, so you do not forget 
anything.  
 
ALL SHOWMEN EXHIBITORS 
 
Proper lifting and carrying of the animal to and from the show table 
Proper posing of your breed facing to the left when first brought up for showmanship and to the 
right when finishing up the health check. 
Rabbit types are: Cylindrical, Arched, Semi Arched, Compact and Commercial. 
Poultry types are: Silkie Pose, Modern Game Pose, Old English Pose. 
 
RABBITS 
 
1. Examine the eyes to make sure they are clear, the correct color and no spots etc… 

2. Examine the ears for wax, ear canker and the left ear for a legible correct tattoo 

3. Examine the back of the neck and body for masses, mites etc… 

4. Examine the tail to make sure it is present, straight and correct 

***Turn the animal over safely and secure 

5. Examine the nose for any signs of disease or discharge 

6. Examine the front teeth for correct alignment. No malocclusion or butting teeth, no slobbers 

7. Examine the front legs for straightness. Toes for 5 on each front foot and the correct color of 

nails 

8. Examine the chin, front of the neck and the abdomen that they are clear from 

abscesses/masses etc… 

9. Examine the rear legs for straightness. Toes for 4 on each hind foot and the correct color of 

nails 

10. Examine the genitals to make sure there are no health issues or disease and what the gender is 

11. Turn back over carefully and pose facing right 

12. Running breeds will be run on the table to show you know how they are to “track”. 

 
 



 

 

POULTRY/FOWL 
 
1. Examine the head (includes comb, beak, wattles, earlobes, eyes and head) 
2. Examine the wings (right wing first, gently unfold checking all primaries and secondary 
feathers, axial feather, check for     
    wing mites and/or lice, proper color and size. Replace wing and smooth out) 
3. Examine the undercoat. Use finger tips and gently pull tops of feathers against the grain. Check 
for proper color of skin 
    and fluff, check for lice and mites. 
4. Show width of body. Place your hands cupped under each wing pit and run down the body. 
Show the judge your       
    measurement. 
5. Check the breast bone (keel). For this you must hold the bird on its side or upside down while 
maintaining control. Use     
    your free hand to feel the keel bone. Examine or straightness, breaks and breast blisters. 
Show judge keel length using    
    thumb and index finger. 
6. Check the vent. Usually checked on egg production breeds. Slip bird under your arm with vent 
facing outward. Lift tail,  
    blow on fluff and check for mites, cleanliness and signs of illness.  
7. Measure depth of abdomen. This is the area between the keel and the 2 pubic bones. Place as 
many fingers as possible to  
    show how many fit to the judge.  
8. Measure width of pubic bones. This is done by placing fingers (as many as will fit) between 
bones. This is an indicator of  
    the productivity of the bird. 
9. Examine the feet and legs. Check the bottoms of the feet first then the fronts. You are checking 
for cleanliness, absence or presence o stubs, scaly leg mites, check condition, appropriate color 
for breed/variety and the leg band. 
10. Return to table pose and facing right 
11. You may be asked to walk your bird. Each exhibitor will need a 1 foot long wooden dowel to 
help guide the bird. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

VCCE POULTRY SCORECARD 
 
Name      Division  Animal Used_______________ 

 JUDGING SECTIONS/ PARTS Available 
Points 

Points 
Acquired 

1 APPEARANCE AND SHOWING OF BIRD 50  
 A. Cleanliness 5  
 B. Fleshing, Finish, Feather Condition appearance to judge 3  
 C. Tame and Manageable 4  
 D. Picking Up/Caging/ Carrying Properly/ Posing Correctly 3  
 E. Handles Bird Gently/Appropriately 5  
 F. Showing Head (comb, eyes, ears, beak, wattles) 5  
 G. Showing Wings (Primary, Secondary, Axial Feathers) 3  
 H. Showing Undercoat (proper skin color and fluff) 3  
 I.  Show Width of Body 3  
 J. Show Breastbone (keel) 3  
 K. Check Vent 3  
 L. Measure Depth of Abdomen 3  
 M. Measure Width of Pubic Bone 3  
 N. Check Feet/ Legs/ Band 3  
 O. Walking Your Bird (optional and falls under E.)   
2 APPEARANCE/ACTIONS/ATTITIUDE etc… of 

EXHIBITOR 
30  

 A. Clean and Neat Appearance 10  
 B. Actions/Attitude/ Self Control/ Consideration of Other 

Exhibitors 
20  

3 KNOWLEDGE 20  
 A. Knows General Breed Information 3  
 B. Knows the Correct Names of Major Parts 3  
 C. Can Define Disqualification and Give an Examples 5  
 D. Can Identify Strong and Weak Points of Bird 2  
 E. Can Give Sex, Weight and Purpose of Bird Exhibited 2  
 F. Can Define Defect and Give Examples 5  
 SHOWMANSHIP SCORE 100  

 
ADD TESTING SCORE__________       SHOWMANSHIP TOTAL________ 

 
 
 



 

 

VCCE RABBIT SCORECARD 
 
Name      Division  Animal Used_______________ 

 JUDGING SECTIONS/ PARTS Available 
Points 

Points 
Acquired 

1 APPEARANCE AND SHOWING OF RABBIT 50  
 A. Cleanliness 5  
 B. Fleshing, Finish, Fur/Coat Condition appearance to judge 3  
 C. Tame and Manageable 4  
 D. Picking Up/Caging/ Carrying Properly/ Posing Correctly 3  
 E. Handles Rabbit Gently/Appropriately 5  
 F. Showing Eyes 3  
 G. Showing Ears 3  
 H. Showing Body Condition 3  
 I.  Showing Tail Placement 3  
 J. Showing Teeth  3  
 K. Showing Fur and Type 3  
 L. Showing Front Legs/ Toes (number), Nails (correct color) 3  
 M. Showing Abdomen 3  
 N. Showing Hind Legs/ Toes (number), Nails (correct color) 3  
 O. Showing Sex/ Genitalia 3  
 P. Running Rabbit (optional and falls under E. above)   
2 APPEARANCE/ACTIONS/ATTITIUDE etc… of 

EXHIBITOR 
30  

 A. Clean and Neat Appearance 10  
 B. Actions/Attitude/ Self Control/ Consideration of Other 

Exhibitors 
20  

3 KNOWLEDGE 20  
 A. Knows General Breed Information 3  
 B. Knows the Correct Names of Major Parts 3  
 C. Can Define Disqualification and Give an Examples 5  
 D. Can Identify Strong and Weak Points of Bird 2  
 E. Can Give Sex, Weight and Purpose of Bird Exhibited 2  
 F. Can Define Defect and Give Examples 5  
 SHOWMANSHIP SCORE 100  

 
 

 ADD TESTING SCORE__________                              SHOWMANSHIP TOTAL________ 


